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REVIEWS 


A Treatise on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Including 
I harjiacy, Dispensing Pharmacology and Administration 
of Drugs. By the late Bakiialdas Giiosh. Eighth edition, by 
ii. IL Deare, Lieut.-Colonel, Indian Medical Service, Officiat¬ 
ing Principal and Professor of Medicine, Medical College of 
Bengal; Physuiian to the College Hospital; Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine, University of Calcutta; and Birendra Nath 
Ghosh, F.R.F P S. (Glas), Examiner in Pharmacology, University 
of Calcutta; Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine; Joint 
Author, A Treatise of Hygiene and Public Health. Calcutta- 
Hilton & Co., 1920. 

Rakiialdas Ghosh was responsible for the first writing of this 
book. The title page of the present edition indicates that after his 
death its production has been entrusted to Lieut.-Colonel Deare and 
Birendra Nath Ghosh, both members of the Medical faculty of the 
University of Calcutta. This eighth edition is adapted to the new 
edition of the British Pharmacopeia. 

The subject matter is treated in seven parts: Materia medica 
proper; pharmacy and dispensing; administration of drugs; phar¬ 
macology; materia medica and therapeutics; vaccine and serum 
therapeutics; and organotherapy. 

In the present edition the‘drugs are arranged and classified 
according to their pharmacologic and therapeutic uses. This makes 
it an excellent book of reference for medical practitioners as well as 
students of materia medica and therapeutics. AH of the information 
that one might wish to know about a drug is briefly given, including 
i s source, characters, identification, inconipatibles, composition, 
action, dose, pharmacology and therapeutics. 

A complete index makes it a very admirable treatise, one, how- 
ever, of more use to a Britisher than anyone else. T. G. S. 


Electric Ionization: A Practical Introduction to its Use 
in Medicine and Surgery. By A. R. Friel, M.A., M.D. 
(Dub.), F.R.C.S.I.; Aural Specialist, Ministry of Pensions, 
London District; late Physician for the Throat, Nose and Ear 
General Hospital Johannesburg; late Aural Surgeon and Bacteri¬ 
ologist, No. 1 South African General Hospital, B.E.F., France 
New York: William Wood & Co., 1920. 

, first chapter of this book explains what is meant by ioniza¬ 
tion and describes how the electric current can be utilized to intro¬ 
duce drugs into the affected parts of the body for the treatment of 
disease; the second deals with the equipment necessary and a short 
space is devoted to making clear some electrical terms; the third 
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chapter details the effects of different “ions” and the fourth gives 
an account of technic suitable for applying ionization to different 
parts of the body.” 

Fifteen diseases of the skin: suppuration of the eye, ear and 
nasal sinuses, pyorrhea, inflammations of the urethra and vagina 
and other conditions are said to yield to this method of therapy. 
In spite of the fact that the author in his introduction denies that 
the ionization method is a panacea, this list seems a rather large 
one to be influenced by a single means of thernpeusis. 

The subject matter is complete and well presented. The claims 
made for this method seem unusually wonderful. T. G. S. 


Tiie X-ray Atlas of the Systemic Arteries of tiie Body. By 
II. C. Oiirin, O.B.E., F.R.C.S., Ed. Fellow of Royal Society 
of Medicine, London; Civil Surgeon attached Third London Gen¬ 
eral Hospital, R.A.M.C.fT.). l’p. 91; 21 plates. New York; 
William Wood & Co., 1920. 

This atlas consists of a series of plates made from negatives of 
a full-time fetus whose arterial system had been injected with a 
substance opaque to the i-rays. Accompanying each illustration 
is an explanatory text. The systemic arteries show in continuity, 
each one being designated by a pointer, and their origin, course, 
anastomoses and bony relationship are ensily studied. At the end 
of the atlas is a series' of stereoscopic plates which aid materially 
ill the study of the larger plates. As an aid to the student of 
anatomy, this handsomely illustrated volume adequately fulfills its 
purpose. J. II. Z,. 


A Short History of Nursing. From the Earliest Times to 
the Present Day. By Lavinia L. Dock, R.N., in Collabora¬ 
tion with Isabel Maitland Stewart, A.M., R.N.; Assistant 
Professor, Department of Nursing and Health, Teachers’ College, 
Columbia University, New York. London and New York: 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, The Knickerbocker Press, 1920. 

This interesting book is a condensation of the four volumes of 
the larger History of Nursing, written by Miss Dock in collaboration 
with Miss Nutting. It is planned especially for the use of student 
nurses. Certain of the more recent developments in the nursing 
world not to be found in the more elaborate work are to be found 
in this new book. Much has been enacted in recent years by the 
white-capped profession, and that much is partly dealt with in 
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Chapter XII under the heading of certain aspects of nursing in 
the world war. 

The authoresses begin with the things known about the care of 
the sick in the ancient world and in turn discuss Christian, aristo¬ 
cratic and military influence in nursing. The story of Florence 
Nightingale and her times is told in what must appeal to the 
reader as the most interesting chapter of the book. Nursing in 
America and the inspiring story of Clara Barton furnish the material 
for another splendid chapter. 

The reading of this book should furnish to nurses an inspiration 
in the consciousness of being one part of a great profession—a 
profession rich in romance and adventure which links the past and 
present with a future of greater possibilities. The nurse who knows 
not of the history of nursing works partly in the dark. T. G. S. 


Handbook of Diseases of the Nose, Throat and Ear. For 
Students and Practitioners. By W. S. Syme, M.D., F.R.F.P. 
and S.G., F.R.S.E., Surgeon to the Ear, Nose and Throat 
Hospital, Glasgow. Pp. 329; 26 illustrations. Edinburgh: 
E. & S. Livingstone. New York: William Wood & Co., 1920. 

Tnts little book is of the type popular twenty years ago in America 
but now largely superceded by works of greater pretentions giving 
more detail to the subjects discussed, although not attempting the 
discussion of so many. It is the old “Manual” for students and 
general practitioners and in no way differs from many of its predeces¬ 
sors, even containing the familiar list of “formulae” at the end. 
Naturally enough in such a small volume the treatment of each 
subject must be most cursory and enough information is never 
given to enable anyone to care for a given and unfamiliar condition 
satisfactorily. For undergraduate students, perhaps, this work 
may be a guide and an index to classify for them the various diseases 
of the regions referred to and the outline of treatment given may 
answer the purpose. For post-graduate students' or practitioners, 
it can have but little usefulness. G. M. C. 


Some Conclusions on Cancer. By Charles Creighton, M.D. 
Pp. 365; 114 illustrations. London: Williams & Norgate, 1920. 

The literature on the subject of cancer is ever increasing and 
were the amount of advance in our knowledge of malignancies 
commensurate with the increase in cancer literature, we should 
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be able to feel that we were approaching the goal toward which 
all eyes have been turned for many years, namely, the cause of 
cancer. The volume under consideration represents some con¬ 
clusions of a man who has been more or less closely associated with 
cancer research for almost fifty years and who has a very broad 
knowledge of the literature, both past and present. 

After a rather extensive introduction the author devotes the 
first section of his book to three types of malignancy which are 
used to illustrate principles. Thus, deciduoma malignum or 
chorionepithelioma represents a type in which a ferment action 
upon the blood reduces it to become a trophic substance so that 
blood-fed cells arise in the walls of the vessels and constitute one 
of the most malignant cancers known. In the second instance, 
mouse cancer is cited as a type of growth dependent upon a dys- 
crasie state of the blood due to excessive inbreeding. The third 
type described is the malignancy of the eyeball, supposedly due to 
the change of the cells which normally as a medium of nutrition 
into blood-feeding cells to a malignant end. The second part of 
the book is devoted to rather complete discussions of cancer as it 
occurs in various regions of the body. Frankly speaking, the 
book is not one that will appeal to the large majority of the pro¬ 
fession as it is written by a laboratory man in laboratory language, 
hence it is unintelligible to the practical physician who has not 
been closely following cancer research. If it is the intention of 
the author to popularize his book, the reviewer would suggest a 
brief practical summary to each chapter so that the busy practi¬ 
tioner could get the conclusions quickly instead of being forced 
to read so many pages of obviously' uninteresting theoretical con¬ 
siderations. F. 13. B. 


Manual of Pediatrics. For Students and Doctors. By Dr. 

Walter Birk, Professor of Pediatrics, University' of Tubingen. 

Vol. II, 4th ed. Pp. 33S; 10 illustrations. Bonn: A. Marcus 

& E. Weber, 1920. 

Volume I, recently reviewed, was devoted to the diseases of 
infancy. Volume II takes up the diseases of the remainder of 
child life. Very' properly' the author begins this volume with a 
complete consideration of the diet, care and nutritional disorders 
of older children. Diseases of the gastro-intestinal tract and the 
abdominal viscera are discussed in short but clear paragraphs. 
The acute infectious diseases, the so-called diseases of childhood 
as well as such infectious diseases as typhoid fever, tuberculosis, 
acute rheumatic fever and sy'philis receive deserved attention. 
The diseases, requiring amplification of discussion, receive it, while 



